


The Mississippi Coordinating Council for Remote Sensing and Geographical Information Systems (GIS Council) Draft Minutes
May 28th, 2026
Council Members Present: David Dockery (MDEQ), Preston White (MEMA), Sean Hodges (MFC), Jim Steil (IHL-MARIS), Bill Cheney (SOS), Kristyn Gunter (SMPDD), Kelle Barfield (Supervisor District 5 Warren County), Wayne Williams (MS Board of Registered Professional Geologists), Mark Gibbs (ITS), Will Grayson (MDOT), Rebecca Powell (MDA), Scott Trapolino (MML- City of Olive Branch), Steve Gray (MS Association of Supervisors)
Council Members Absent: Robert Miles (Mayor), Blake Pickering (Assessor, Lincoln County), Mike Love (MS Association of Surveyors)
Other Participants: Haley Feather (NSGIC), Jordan Cobb & Kyle Jones (AG Liaison), John Cartwright (MSU), Steve Champlin (MDEQ), Wes Edwards (MECA), Ethan Adkins (MEMA), Patterson Hilaire (MFC)
1) Call to Order/Roll Call – Jim Steil
2) Approval of Minutes – Motion, Bill Cheney – Second Preston White - Unanimous approval
3) New AG Representative – The GIS Council welcomed Jordan Cobb as our new AG Representative after the retirement of Derek Wyatt.
4)  Website Update – Sean Hodges reported on the progress to update the GIS Council website by demonstrating the updated format of the GIS Council member list to highlight the voting member as a primary contact for the entity while at the same time acknowledging the designating authority. These changes will be propagated to the public site along with the backlog of any missing minutes, agendas, etc. The Council thanked Sean for donating his personal time to making these changes.
5) Questionnaire Progress – Scott Trapolino reported that local surveys continue to come in but have not been yet compiled. We plan to have an overview of results before the Fall of 2026. The questionnaire is also primarily a personal volunteer effort of another GIS Council member.
6) MDEM Update – Steve Champlin of DEQ provided a handout with a brief review of MDEM and an overview of projects for 2025, 2026, and 2027 (attached). 
The delay in 2025 awarded funding was fortunately delivered with the 2026 funding allowing for a continuity of existing plans and minimal disruptions to regular data collection.
In discussing plans for the 3D Hydrography Layer [3DHP], NSGIC Representative Haley Feather mentioned hearing Dewberry Engineering has been awarded a project to collect the state elevation at QL-1 (high quality). Steve emphasized his existing duty and plan to collect some of the same area. After further discussion, it was decided to learn more about the Dewberry project and how we might be able to leverage their upcoming work.
The MDEM report highlighted the need for further internal coordination, especially with the Land Use, County Boundary, and Cloud Storage efforts. To this end, Steve Champlin agreed to share work orders with members interested in the contracts and deliverables to better leverage existing plans.
MDEM is also reaching out for input on project suggestions. The timing of this initial request is very short notice (June 5th), but this is expected to be a standing procedure in the future. The only initial requirements are 1) Project Description and Benefits 2) Technical Specifications 3) Area Map 4) Rough Estimated Costs.
7) Three Tier Wish List – Jim Steil proposed developing our long-standing needs into a 3-option wish list of solutions to have available as an elevator pitch/one-pager. Since the GIS Council has neither a workable mechanism for regularly interacting with the legislature nor to receive and expend state funding, it would appear our best opportunity of a sustainable solution is to be able to quickly offer a selection of packaged solutions if asked. A quick synopsis of the benefits and costs of each option should be sufficient to be integrated into an operational level. Interested members are encouraged to contact Jim to develop further for Council consideration.
8) Member Announcements – Haley Feather reminded everyone of the joint SCAUG/MAST meeting June 12th at the MPB Auditorium. The focus will be on GIS use in Utilities.
Haley also announced the biannual NSGIC Geospatial Maturity Assessment (GMA) will be released soon. The GMA originally began 25 years ago as the 7 criteria for successful state GIS coordination. Mississippi integrated 6 of the 7 original criteria into the GIS Council (except a full-time coordinator) and codified the selection of the Mississippi representative to NSGIC. The GMA is now used by the federal government and industry as the best available state-level snapshot of information.
GMA categories and grading criteria have increased over the years. Mississippi’s 2026 grades are considered a fair assessment of our success. based on this national survey.
9) GIS Council Meeting Scheduling:  - Next meeting date is scheduled for 10:00 Thursday June 25th, potentially at ITS – Thanks to Mark Gibbs for checking on availability. 
10) Adjournment: (David Dockery – Motion / Rebeca Powell - Second)



