The Mississippi Coordinating Council for Remote Sensing and Geographical Information Systems (GIS Council)
Draft Minutes 
August 6th, 2025
Council Members Present: Steve Gray (MS Association of Supervisors) Jim Steil (IHL-MARIS), Rebecca Powell (MDA), Sean Hodges (MFC), Scott Trapolino (MML- City of Olive Branch), Evan Wright (MDOT), Bill Cheney (Secretary of State), Kristyn Gunter (SMPDD), Preston White (MEMA), 
Council Members Absent: Steve Patterson (ITS), Mike Love (MS Association of Surveyors), Kelle Barfield (Supervisor District 5 Warren County), Shari Veazey (MML), David Dockery (MDEQ), Blake Pickering (MS Assessors and Collectors Association), Wayne Williams (MS Board of Registered Professional Geologists)
Other Attendees: Chelye Amis (SP?) (AG Liaison), Haley Feather (NSGIC-MS811), Will Grayson (MDOT), Ethan Adkins (MEMA), Toby Sanford (GTPDD), Wes Edwards (MECA), Evan Wright (MDOT),
Call-to-order at 10:00am – Steve Gray welcomed everyone 
Approval of Draft Minutes 
1) Support of MS Emergency Communication Authority (MECA) and the MS National Emergency Numbering Association (NENA
2) MML Conference Review – Scott Trapolino led a discussion on the current role of GIS at the MML Conference. – No official action
3) Geospatial Maturity Assessment – Haley Feather and Jim Steil led a discussion on the utility of the bi-annual national Geospatial Maturity Assessment. Mississippi can use the results to highlight the current strengths and weaknesses of our state GIS effort to state leadership. This can be especially effective when comparing MS to the success of neighboring states with a stable state GIO/GIS Office. – No official action
4) Legislative Request – Steve Gray led a discussion on the timing for any legislative request for the upcoming session. It was recognized that the legislature would need to be the initial champion of any funding or efforts to unify exiting GIS legislation. Most states now have a Geographic Information Officer (GIO) who has the responsibility of representing the whole of the state’s interests for GIS funding and policy issues each year. Until Mississippi resolves the current structural shortcoming of state GIS policy, we fall further behind the state who have acted. Steve Gray has reached out to Senator DeLano who has shown a great deal of interest in GIS and will do so again. – No official action was taken.
5) Member Announcements – Jim Steil announced the National States Geographic Information Council will have their Annual Conference September 14-19 in Nashville. Everyone was encouraged to attend for the opportunity to witness what other states are doing to coordinate GIS. – No official action
6) Next meeting – Next meeting is TBD.
7) Adjournment: 

