The Mississippi Coordinating Council for Remote Sensing and Geographical Information Systems (GIS Council) Draft Minutes

June 25th, 2026

Council Members Present: Preston White (MEMA), Jim Steil (IHL-MARIS), Kristyn Gunter	(SMPDD), Wayne Williams (MS Board of Registered Professional Geologists), Will 
Grayson (MDOT), Rebecca Powell (MDA), Scott Trapolino (MML- City of Olive Branch), 
Steve Gray (MS Association of Supervisors), Steve Patterson (ITS)

Council Members Absent: Robert Miles (Mayor), Blake Pickering (Assessor, Lincoln County), 
Mike Love (MS Association of Surveyors) David Dockery (MDEQ), Sean Hodges (MFC), Bill Cheney (SOS), Kelle Barfield (Supervisor District 5 Warren County), Mark Gibbs (ITS),

Other Participants: Haley Feather (NSGIC), Jordan Cobb & Sara Hartzog (AG Liaison), 
Jonathan Simon (CMPDD)

1. Call to Order/Roll Call - Jim Steil at 10:01 AM
2. Approval of Minutes - Motion, Preston White – Second Wayne Williams – Unanimous Approval
3. Three Tier Wish List – Discussion was conducted by Jim Steil regarding rearranging some items on the wish list. The need for a strategic plan was determined to be paramount to fulfilling the charges to the GIS Council, even greater than the long-standing recognition for the need for operational support and knowledge transfer.
4. Funding Discussion – The Board began a discussion of what needs to be accomplished to set a strategic plan. The Board has come up with the idea of creating one page synopsis of what the GIS Councils current roles are and how funding could advance that objective. Becky and Scott have agreed to begin work on this. 
5. Action Items – Outline the current actions of the GIS Council vs. the legislative charges requiring support – Jim Steil
6. Member Announcements
a. ESRI User Conference – Becky and Scott will be in attendance and will put together a presentation of findings. 
b. Website – Had some hold ups but it is back up and moving. 
7. Next meeting date - July 23, 2026, TBD (likely at ITS) 
8. Adjournment - Motion, Preston White – Second Wayne Williams – Unanimous Approval
